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Table 1 Seagrass area in various regions of Australia
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Resource Status, Restoration, Monitoring and Research of
Seagrass in Australia: The Largest Seagrass Country

QIU Guanglong
(Guangxi Key Laboratory of Mangrove Conservation and Utilization, Guangxi Mangrove Research Center, Guangxi Academy of
Sciences, Beihai, Guangxi, 536000, China)

Abstract: Australia is the country with the most abundant seagrass resources in the world. It has the largest
seagrass area in the world (31.1% of the world) and the most abundant seagrass species (38 species,52. 8%
of the global known species). Australian seagrass support the largest coastal carbon pool in the world,and the
worlds largest dugong population (accounting for 3/4 of the global dugong population). Australia is one of
the leading countries in seagrass monitoring, restoration, and research in the world. Australia is the largest
country of seagrass resources and seagrass research power. It is a model of seagrass protection and research.
This study summarized and analyzed the resource status,restoration, monitoring and research of seagrass in
Australia,so as to learn from its advanced experience and provide reference for the development of seagrass
protection in China.

Key words: seagrass bed, seagrass meadow, seagrass conservation, coastal wetland, blue carbon ecosystem,

coastal ecosystem
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