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Embryonic Development of Culter alburnus
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Abstract: A successive observation was conducted to study the embryonic development of Culter
alburnus Basilewsky using artificially fertilized eggs whose membranes were dissolved. Embryonic
development of C. alburnus was divided into 11 stages,such as fertilized egg, embryonic disc
stage, cleavage stage, blastula stage, gastrula stage, neurula stage, closure of blastopore stage.
appearance of optic rudiment and capsule stage ,the stage from appearance of tail-bud to muscular
effect stage,the stage from appearance of heart primordium to heartbeating and early hatching
stage. Newly fertilized eggs were isabelline or caesious. The average diameter of the newly-
fertilized eggs was about 0. 8mm,and 1. 2mm after absorbing water. At the water temperature of
27 C, the larvae hatched out at about 26 hours after fertilization and the accumulative
temperature was 702 C « h. The average diameter of the newly hatched larvae was 2. 3mm or so.
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