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Traditional Utilization of Mangrove
Resources in Asia—Pacific Region
Fu Qin

(Department of Biology, Xiamen University, Xiamen 561005)
Fan Hangqing
(Guangxi Mangrove Research Center, Beihai 536000)

Abstract Mangrove ecosystem not only plays a special role in the global ecological
equilibium, but also is a valuable kind of biological resources. The dwellers of Mangrove
coasts in Asia and the Pacific have been practising extensive traditional utilization of the
resources in their activities for subsistence. In very long period of history, Mangroves have
been used as medicine, food, forage, fuelwood, building material and so on; Mangrove swamps
as suitable areas for fishing, aquaculture, animal husdandry and so on. In this paper, the
precious folk knowledge about the various usages of mangrove ecosystems in Asia — Pacific
were comprehensively introduced, and the authors pointed out that in China the reasonable
combination of ecological protection and economical utilization of mangroves should be the
most crucial task in our research and management of the resources.
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