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Abstract: Mangroves appeared on the earth at least 70 million years ago, and colonized on tidal
flats along the coasts of China in about six thousand years ago in a period after the postglacial
age. Mangroves in Guangxi were damaged extensively due to the reclamation of mangroves for
paddy field in Qing Dynasty when migrants moved in. For those sea dykes still existed in late
1980s along the coastline of Guangxi,455 out of 498 were constructed before 1949. The results
of national general surveys indicated that in Guangxi 1 464. 1 hm® of mangroves were reclaimed
for shrimp ponds from 1980 to 2000, and 438. 91 hm® of mangroves were encroached by 166
shrimp ponds from 1986 to 2008. In Guangxi,

mangrove area was about 24 065. 8 hm® in
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around 1840, approximately 10 856. 6 hm® in

Qinzhou and 1 882.07 hm’ in Fangchenggang.
Scientific research on mangroves in Guangxi can
be divided into four stages, i. e. , the early stage
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of 1980—1990, the growing stage of 1991 —2000, the rapid development stage of 2001 —2010,

and the new stage of eco-engineering application oriented research since 2011. In the first decade

of the 21" century, international cooperation was effectively performed in Guangxi on man-

groves, benefiting Guangxi extensively in mangrove expertise training, capacity building, man-

agement improving,and research reputation being realized.
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Fig. 1  Tree stumps found deep in plowland in Hepu
county, Guangxi, 2009 (From Beihai 365 network)
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