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Abstract ; Essential oil is a natural active constituent and a complex system,which is composed
of a type of chemical components. It is believed that multi-component and multi-index analysis
could present whole chemical information and offer a scientifically and effectively quality evalu-
ation of essential oil. Fingerprint technology is an important analysis method for complicated
chemical systems, which could reflect the chromatographic characteristic information of essen-
tial oils comprehensively and achieve the goal of total quality control. This paper reviews the
present situation and application of fingerprint technique in quality analysis of essential oil. It is
of significance for the establishment and the popularization of standardized fingerprints to im-
prove the quality control and the Chinese standards of essential oil, as well as develop the es-
sential oil resources of plants in China.
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