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The Biological Characters of Tea-oil Caterpillar Moth
(Lebeda nobilis) in Longsheng, Guangxi
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Abstract To research the life cycle and growth behaviour of Lebeda nobilis W alker, ten sampling
spots (20 mX 20 m) were established in the stands of Camilla oleifera , lLongsheng County,
northern Guangxi from 1995 to 2000. The eggs. larva, pupa. adults were collected to be bome in
cotton cages. Lebeda nobilis has one generation a year,and goes through winter in young larva in the
eggs. The larva bore out of eggs when the air temperature is at 18C to 23C in the mid-March of
coming year. Larva grows through 7 instars in a life cycle and needs 120 days to 150 days. There
is an increasing food eating in the Sth instars, and remarkable in the 6th to the 7th. The larva needs
300 to 350 leaves of Camellia oleifera as food in its whole life, and the food eated in the 7th ac—
counts for 7@ . Pupation starts in the mid-August, and adult emerge and lay eggs are from the
last ten days of September to the first ten days of October.
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